PRESS RELEASE

Black Bear Carbon announces Port of Rotterdam as
preferred location for new rCB plant in The Netherlands
•

Black Bear Carbon prefers the Port of Rotterdam for its next tire-carbonization plant in The
Netherlands.

•

In the upcoming weeks, Black Bear Carbon and Port of Rotterdam Authority will collaboratively
review the technical and financial details of cooperation and establishment of the project.

•

Together with both local and national partners the funding is being arranged.

11-11-2019 NEDERWEERT & ROTTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS
Today Black Bear Carbon announced that it aims to develop its next Tire-to-Carbon-Black-UpcyclingPlant at the Port of Rotterdam.
Over the past months, ‘Black Bear Carbon’, the leading company in recovering high quality carbon
black (rCB) from end-of life tire, explored multiple locations in the Netherlands for a new tirecarbonization plant. This plant will decompose granulate from end-of life tires into carbon black,
pyrolysis oil and gas. After an extensive process of evaluation and careful consideration, Black Bear
Carbon’s preference for developing its next plant goes to the Port of Rotterdam.
“Port of Rotterdam shows great appetite to facilitate our next plant and has a significant potential for
optimization and synergy of our technology within the Rotterdam industrial complex”, Silvio Ghyoot,
CEO of Black Bear Carbon, says.
Over the coming weeks, Black Bear Carbon and the Port of Rotterdam Authority will collaboratively
review the technical and financial details of the cooperation and establishment of the project, aiming
for confirmation on their cooperation in early December and to proceed with the timely realization
of the ‘Recovered Carbon Black Nederland’ project in Rotterdam.
We welcome Black Bear Carbon with its cutting-edge circular technology to Rotterdam. To bring our
port and industrial complex in line with the Paris Climate Treaty we have to move towards circular
production processes. Black Bear Carbon has a good fit with the existing chemical industry in
Rotterdam”, Allard Castelein, CEO Port of Rotterdam Authority, says.
Simultaneously, both parties will work together with local and national partners on the funding
structure of the special purpose vehicle. Starting this new project at a promising location is
considered the next important step in the roll-out of Black Bear Carbon technology to solve the
waste tire problem on a global scale.
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About Black Bear Carbon
Black Bear is a green, recovered carbon black (rCB) manufacturer that produces carbon black using
end-of-life tires instead of fossil oil as a resource material. Black Bear chooses to change the industry
with breakthrough technology and with passionate people; because we believe that we can save
considerable amounts of CO2 in the carbon black market, solve the waste-tire problem and operate a
profitable business at the same time.
Carbon black is a crucial component in rubber, plastics, inks and paints and is used to modify their
properties into usable products. Almost everything that you see around you that is black in color has
carbon black in it. Current manufacturers produce carbon black by combusting oil (the “furnace
process”), emitting CO₂ and thereby polluting the environment. Black Bear recovers carbon black from
used tires in a clean and sustainable way.
Black Bear plans to lead the transition towards a circular economy for tires by rolling out hundreds of
tire upcycling plants with local partners around the world, focusing on Europe for its next plants. When
it reaches its full potential of repurposing every end-of-life tire with its circular solution, Black Bear will
reduce global annual oil consumption by more than 215 million barrels. After 6 years of testing and 2
years production experience, Black Bear is now ready to roll-out its concept worldwide and start
producing on large commercial scale.
About Port of Rotterdam Authority
The objective of the Port of Rotterdam Authority is to enhance the port’s competitive position as a
logistics hub and world-class industrial complex. Not only in terms of size, but also with regard to
quality. The Port Authority is therefore leading the transition to sustainable energy and it is committed
to digitalization in order to make the port, and the supply chain, more efficient. The core tasks of the
Port Authority are to develop, manage and exploit the port in a sustainable way and to deliver speedy
and safe services for shipping.
Facts and figures for the Port Authority and the Port of Rotterdam:
•

Port Authority: approx.1,200 employees, turnover approx. € 710 million.

•

Port area: approx.12,500 ha port area (land & water, of which approx. 6,000 ha industrial
sites). The port area is more than forty kilometres long.

•

Employment: 385,000 jobs. Goods throughput: approx. 470 million tonnes of goods per
annum.

•

Shipping: approx. 30,000 ocean-going vessels and 120,000 inland vessels per annum. Added
value: (direct and indirect): €45.6 billion, 6.2% of GDP.
Further information: www.portofrotterdam.com
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Press Contact Black Bear Carbon:
Evelien Dittrich - marketing@blackbearcarbon.com - +31(0)654726915
Pieter Dankers - marketing@blackbearcarbon.com - +31(0)624177780

Press Contact Port of Rotterdam Authority:
Sjaak Poppe – s.poppe@portofrotterdam.com - +31(0)622466553
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